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Placement Picture 
Broadens In Scope 
F IELDS of endeavor open to home economics grad-
uaLes have widened year by year since "domestic 
economy" first became a part of the Iowa State cur-
ri culum. 
For many years, most home economics graduates 
went into homes of their own or into high schools to 
teach . If they wished to work in other fields they 
found positions largely on their own initiative. 
The college catalog of 1894 aptly describes why no 
provision was made for finding business jobs for its 
graduates. For, according to it, the purpose of the 
"domestic economy" course was " to interest and in-
struct young women attending the college in the 
manifold and complex duties relating to the home." 
And it was given "in preparation for the systematic 
and intelligent performance of the serious duties and 
responsibilities which it is a woman's highest privilege 
to assume in her capacity of housekeeper." 
Throughout those years and until the end of the 
first World War, all graduates of home economics 
were prepared to teach. Since then, the division has 
grown rapidly, and now degrees are offered in eight 
major departments. Home economics education is still 
one of the main fields, however. 
The war has created special needs for women trained 
in food service. Great industries have established cafe-
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terias to serve their employees, thus opening many 
positions for graduates with institution management 
training. 
Calls for experimental coo~ery majors have come 
from trade associations; food manufacturers; food 
packers; canning, freezing and dehydrating companies; 
flour milling companies and bakeries. 
Iowa State graduates have long been in demand as 
hospital dietitians. Now the demand has greatly in-
creased, because trained dietitians are needed in army 
and navy hospitals in this country and overseas. Com-
munity nutrition councils and state departments of 
health also need dietitians. 
The child development field has been profoundly 
affected by the war and there has been a great increase 
in the demand for nursery school teachers. War plants 
in many areas have established nursery schools to care 
for the children of working mothers. In some places, 
community day-care centers have become a part of 
the public school system and may remain as such 
following the war. 
Although little household equipment is being manu-
factured until the war is over, the large companies 
are employing home economists to work in their home 
service departments. These departments are teaching 
homemakers how to take care of the equipment they 
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have and how to serve more nutntwus meals. Mail-
order companies, public utilities and engineering com-
panies also need equipment-trained women. 
Applied art majors usually elect a sequence in edu-
cation in order to qualify as teachers. However. stu-
dents who elected engineering drawing courses have 
gone into drafting work in war industries. A few 
majors in textiles and clothing also have turned drafts-
men for the emergency. 
The majority of textiles and clothing graduates are 
employed in retailing positions, in the sales, shopping, 
personnel, receiving, advertising and buying depart-
ments of department stores and mail-order organiza-
tions. They also work as designers for clothing manu-
facturers and in the advertising and proving depart-
ments of textile manufacturing plants. Some have 
secured civil service positions with the quartermaster 
corps. 
Opportunities in journalism are increasing rapidly. 
National magazines and metropolitan newspapers call 
for home economists with journalism training for their 
foods and home service pages. Small town papers want 
women to replace men in general reporting and edit-
ing work. Radio broadcasting studios, state extension 
services, advertising agencies, public utilities, trade 
associations and commercial food companies also need 
women who can write. 
Along with the increased importance of food pro-
duction to the war effort, the need for rural extension 
workers has increased. Home economics graduates are 
filling positions as county home economists, as rural 
youth workers and as food preservation assistants dur-
ing the canning season. 
Requests for Iowa State women to fill many types 
of positions come from all over the United States, 
including Hawaii and Alaska. 
Placement of students is aided both by the Teacher 
Placement Bureau, administered by the Vocational 
Education Department, and by the Home Economics 
Placement Office. 
Each graduate of the Home Economics Division files 
her credentials with one of the placement offices. These 
include personal and professional data as well as a 
record of the young woman's previous experience. 
Recommendations and photographs are attached. 
Whenever credentials are sent from the offices, they are 
accompanied by a personal letter which gives more 
detailed information. 
Although the Home Economics Placement Office 
was established primarily for aiding students in find-
ing positions after graduation, it handles all requests 
for vacation work and sends out many undergraduates 
each summer to hospitals, restaurants, resort hotels 
and camps, which offer opportunities for good ex-
perience as well as remuneration. 
In addition to requests addressed directly to either 
placement office, many graduates learn of positions 
i ndependen tl y and use the offices as reference. 
W hen Using T hose 
Precious Stamps 
Stop at 
Trueblood~s 
2544 Lincoln Way Phone 1004 
JANUARY, 1944 
Looking for a 
Place to Eat? 
The wise old owl says go to 
the Rainbow · for the best meal 
in town. They serve excellent 
v,:ell-balanced meals, and it is 
an enjoyable place to dine. Try 
it for your next Sunday night 
meal and it will be your choice 
for all year. · 
• 
Rainbow Coffee Shop 
223 Main Phone 1806 
Char1niug Seleetiou 
GLASSWARE 
CHINA WARE 
Complete Line in 
Paints, Varnishes, 
Utensils, and Tools 
Carr Hardware Co. 
306 Main 
Complete Stock 
Hundreds of Items 
To Look Your Best ••. 
Phone 164 
KEEP VVELL PRESSED 
Bring your clothes in NOW. Don't ask for a RUSH 
job. Start the new year with a sparkle. 
Ames Pantorium 
QUALITY CLEANERS 
410 Douglas Ave. Plmne 231 
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